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Hudson, Suminit County, Obio, convened to cousider the expediency 


of calling a meeting of the Pioncer Settlers and aged inhabitants and 


See meee nearer geal eS | OBS Eas reas 


their friends, to celebrate the Fifty-sixth Anniversary of the Sctrle- 


ment, by reviewing the providence of Gud in the settlement of tlic : 


Township, and the longevity of the Inhabitants, it wes t 

Resolved, That such mecting be held; tbat the Rev. UH. L. 
Hitehenck, D. D., President of Western Reserve College, be 1e- i 
quested to deliver an Introductory Addiess; the Rev. C. Pithin pre- i 


sent a statistical report of the settlement, and the longevity ¢f the 


first seitlers and other inhabitants of the township; that the Rev. 


| 
' 
President G. i. Pierce, D. D., repeat his address delivered at th | 
Semi-Centenuial Celebration, adupted to the present eceasion; and | 
' 


that the Rev. John Seward follow President Pierce by a general re- 


| 
Sach a meeting was attenced, agtecably to request, on June 18, : 
1856, and the dosived addresses end reports were delivered, as in ihe | 
following paves. 
The mecting was opened by reading eclect and appropriate pas- 
sages of Scripture, by Professor Hosford, and prayer bythe Rev. Mr. | 
Excell. The Choir, by request, performed szered music between the | 
severzl parts, in the old familiar airs of Ocean, in the 71 -t P-olu, 
Ist Version, C.M.; Sherburne, inthe 78th Psalin, Ist Version, OM; Tu- 
vitation and Con:plaint, in the words set ta the tuncs, and closed with 
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| sponse, relative to the first settlers of the Western Reserve. 
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Qld Denmark, in the 100th Psalm, 8d Part, L. MM. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 
BY REV. W. L. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 


I chall occupy but few momentsof yourtime. My office is simply 
the introduction of these exerci-ca. ‘The filling up will be by those 
whose years entitle them to be heard on the occasion which brings us 
together; whose observation and experience will give interest and 
value ta what they gly. 

Our meeting to-day is peculiar. Six years more than half a cen- 
tury since unbroken forests covered the places now oecupied by these 
dwellings, these churches and school-house-, that Colleve-—these 
ea deus and meadows and fruitful fields. A few hardy pioneers then 
made an opening in the wilderness,  Qthers soon joined them. 
Fi ey came, wv ith their priveiples—politicas aud social, educational and 
religigus—from the land of the Pilgrim-Pathers. The great change 
has, been wrought which it is our privilege to sec aad enjoy. It is 
well nich as wonderful as .the xuccclerated speed of conmiunication. 
One day, now, will carry us as far zs required a mouth’s diligent tray- 
cling then. We can transmit aud receive intelligence in fewer hours 
than’ then demanded wecks. 

Representatives of those pioneer fumilies—of that first generation 
—are with us. Not Jess remarkable than the changes which have 
occurred, is the number of them which still survive und are able to 
meet thisday. Statisticians tell us that the average of human Iife is 
less than thirty years—that one-fourth die under seven years of age: 
one-half under seventeen: that only six out of every one hundred 
reach sixty-five, and one out of every five hundred reaclies eighty. 
But more than tlis proportiva are here, who bave pussed sixty-five 


aud attained eluhity. 
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honor due to old age. We honor you, for your character, and the 


lessons of industry and economy, virtue and piety, inculcated. We 


honor you as parents; the fathers and mothers, or their associates 


for some have passed away—of the generation now upon the stage of 


action. We honor you for your work—the homes provided, inststu- 
tions established, improvements made—-the foundations of present 


3 


We are happy to meet you, and tender to you the deference and 
: ’ , > 4 | 
and future prosperity—the beginning cf farther and more finished | 


improvements. 


Li is ours to carry on and perpetuate. Less arduous is the work. 
Sut still will it require resolution, energy, wisdom, integrity, patienc 
We invoke your prayers in our behalf, that we i not prove uu- 
worthy of the trust committed to us, and may trausoiit the iherit- 
anee received, not impaired bu’ improved, to those who shall come 
after us, and that generations yet unborn may rise up and call the 


} 


Pioneer Setilers of Uudson and vicinity blessed. Wonor always to 


the resol lute, hard-working pioneer of puritan institutions. But all 


are not equally favored with those who established them here. This 


soil, with all 


nator the Northwestern Territory, was consecrated, by 
the ordinance of 1757, to Preedom. The repeal of a soleus com- 
pact has opened territory once barred agaiast it, to Slavery. Pioneors 


’ 


there, animated by the same principles which liid-the foundations of 
eocial order and prosperity here, cn establish like institutions only in 
the midst of conflict and great peril. Well are our sympathies excited. 
and how can we otherwise than desire and pray thata kind Provi- 
dence will watch over them and give them the victory, that the home 
of the ‘ree may be extended, and the institutions of freedom may 
there diffuse their blessings. 

But you wre, with reference to us, pisnecrs to another territory. 


It is peopled by the generations that are past. Wour feet stand 
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upon its borders. Ours must be there ere many years have gone. 
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ship ia freedom, indeed—fiecdom from the bondage of sin and death: 
| —be your guardian and friend. iay his presence ever be with 
you, 2nd as you fullow him, we will try to follow you, that our ex- 
ample may bea guide to these that shall come after; and so, at lust, 
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Si 
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| May be who has brought life and immortality to light, ‘whose friend- 
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| 

| shall we meetin that better land, where wrong aud painful toil, sor- 
i 


row end death are unknown. 
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individuals and social circles with demonstrations of pleasure, and 
sometimes with lively expressicns of gratitude to the God of cur 
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| 

| Py gencral assent certain periods of human life are observed by 
i 

| 

| mercies. 


Birthdays—the Fourth of July—the day on which our Pilgrim 


Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock—are, by diferent circles, regard- 
ed with appropriate demonsirations, as Interesting epochs. We eome 
togeiher to celebrate the 56:h Anniversary of the settlement of Hud- 
son, by noting particularly the LONGEVITY of its inhabitants, aud 
gratefully reviewing the mercy of God in this particular. 


My own mind was awakened to contemplate this subject by lock- 


over the inhubitants of Hudecn, as it appcared to me, I saw ac unu 
sual number of grey heads Lowing with infirmity toward the grave, 


se 


cireumstanyees 


‘ 

‘ 

| 

| 

! 

{ 

| 

: ing at my coevals and essociutcs in advanced hie. Casting my cyes 
| 

| 

already past the common boundory of human Hie, 

| Jed to a more minute investization of the facts. The result I hold 
| In my hand. A catalogze of forty names of persons living, on the 
{ - . - \ 

Ist of May, in a population of some 1500, aged from 70 to 87 year 


—Ii4 over $0, and 26 from 70 to SO—40 aged from 70 to $7. 
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While obtaining these -tatistics, 22 others have heen ascertained, 
whove average aze 13 (66—in all, 62, agod from 65 to 87, viz: 
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PIONEER INHALDITANTS. 

In making these inquiries, s) many Interesting facts in relation to 
the fr-t settlement of the townslip, and particulirly the longevity of 
the pioncer inhabitants, were elicited, that [was induced to extend 
my investigations more particularly to this remarkable class of titiabi- 
tants. In this investigution, I have confined my inquiries to those 
who came Into the township in immediate connection with V-quire 
Hudson, from Goshen Conn., and those who fullowed in his train 


from Witekficld County and vicinity, or fell into it in New York 
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State, and settled under his auspices, and were identified in the same 
homogeneous conmiununity. 

A few families from other sections of country settled at an carly 
day in the extreme south and west parts of the township, and ae 
uet includd in this census. Also a few families who socn re uroved 
| from the settlement, and are scattered beyond my reach ; these, of 
course, are net included in my reckoning. 

A vrew Dresiminary Facirs.—The first effective movement di- | 
rectly towards the settlement of this township was made is 1709. 
To explore his township, and make preparation to commence a set- 
Hement, E-quire Hudson, with a small compeny of bircd nen, left 
Goshon, in Litchfield County, in the spring of this year. ‘They ar- 
rived at Cleveland ou the 8th of dune, and pissed up the Cuyahoga: 
tiver to the mouth of Brandywine Creek. Tere they disersbarked, 
i aud after a search of six days they succecded in fuding the south. 
west comer of tits towuship. Here he commenced an twprevanent, 

Jo-eph Darrow. Veg , one of thisexploning Cumpany, who acsisted 
Esquire Hucsen in surveying his township inte quarter scetiea lots, 
is stil living, aged St, and uble to wppear with us tu-day. 

In the fall of 1709, having made some preparation for their com | 
fortuble reception, he retuined to Connecticut after his family. He | 
lett Goshen, with his fuimily, in the wi ter, and came to Bicomfie'd, | 
N.Y. Early in the spring of 1860 be proceeded in open boats up 
the Lukes, and onthe 5th of June he arrived in safety, with ali his 
eompany, at his wilderness home. is own family und that of 
Samucl Bishop, with Capt Oviatt, Dr. Thomp>on, and others, twen- 
ty-cight in number, including one infant, composed this company. 
Ten of this uunber are still living, viz: Dr. Thompson, Joseph 
Darrow, George Darrow, William N., Timothy, and Abigail L. Hud- 
son, David and Joseph Bishop, Allen Gaylord und Mrs. Gad Hullen- 
» Ps 


beck. ‘Three of the fifteen who voted at the organization of the 
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township, by electing officers, in 1892, are living, viz: Dr. Thomp- 


mo? 

gon, Joseph and George Darrow; and three of the thirteen who com- 
| posed the Ist Congregational Church in Hudson, organized by Rov. 
| Jos. Badger, in 1802, yet survive, members of the Church, viz: Geo. 
Kilbourne, Mrs. Kilbourne, and Mrs. Stephen Thompson. During | 
the year 1801 the settlement was increased by large cowpanies of | 
| immigrants, and these were followed by others in 1805-9-10-12-14, 
to which time all heads of families are reckoned Pioneer Settlers. Of | 


| those who came with their parents, uumiarried, in 1S00-1, connected | 


with three familie,nine, ina few years found companions among others 
who came in singte, and are accounted families among those who came 
in a married state. The following statistical account will be reviewed 
with interest. In this account, Parenta, the number of children 
brought with them, the number yet living und their age, the number 
bornsince aud the number still living, and their age, ure noted, thus: 
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» escccrecceveces OF 
Prom a careful analysis of these historic catalegues, the fullowing 
interesting results may be noted : 
OF the whole number of aged inhabitants, living whea this censns 
was taken, 14 were in their 80th to 87th year. 
26 7Uth to 80th & 


oR « GOBid to7Tth averaging 66. 
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Among these, 5 families have lived in their first connubial state, 
respectively, 59, 56, 60, 62 and 695 years, and two others are within 
a few mouths of their gelden bridal. 

PIGNEERS. 


The Pioneer Settlers ef the township were generally in the morn- 


are. Most of them cxume into the country in 1860 and 1801, when 
it was literally 2 wilderness, and thoy have remained im thetownship 
and vicinity until death, or until the present time, fifty-six years 
from the commencement of the set‘lement. 

Thirty-three of the seventy-three, i. ¢., more than three-sevenths 
of the whole number, were living when this eensus was principally 
taken. Ksquire Brown has since died, leaving thirty-two now living. 

105 children were brought into the country with their parents 


und friends. 63 of these are yet living, aged 40 to 76. 216 


these are yet livius, aved 15 to 56. Of all, 218 out of 321, more 
— &e ’ >] 


than two-thirds of the whole number yet survive. 


The first two white children born in’ Judson, and we suppose in 


this coun'y, are living, viz: Mrs. H. Baldwin, daughter of E-qnire 


ifudson, and (larry Leach. 
The first grave opened in our burying grouad, was filled by the 


> 


wife of K-quire Brown, with an infant babe on her arm, in 1898, 


, fills the last grave 


aszed 37, and Kyquire Drown, now by her side 
opened there for an adult person, ag-d 85. 
Of the 41 Pionecr Settlers who have died within fifty-six years, 
L lived to the age of 90. 
80 tn 20, 
15 i 70 to 80. 
5 s 60 to 70. 
> " 50 to 6. 
7 $3 33 to 59. 
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ing and carly meridian ef life; from 15 or 16 to 40 or 44 years of 


children have been born in these families iu this country. 153 of 
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Cf those 82 living, 
10 -are .. 80 to 87. 
13 are 79 to 80. 
9 are 60 to 70. 
Of all 738, 16 have numbered 80 t» 90 years. 
eb 70 to 80° « 
14 CO to 70 « 


1d “f 23 ta 6) * 
oF fa aes = - } Whe 3. i : 
Hence three-fifths of the whole number have lived beyond the age 
rp 
of seventy. 


While contemplating this view of lite among the Pioncer Settlers 
and inhubitents ot Liudson, my mind has beeu strongly impressed 
with our obligation gratefully to acknowledge the special favor of 
God to us in this respect. And at every sicp, as L have advanced 
in makioy up this census, this impressiow bes ben deepened. And 
hore let us pause und set up our Hbenezcr, saying, with Saiuel of 
‘olden time,” “ Hitherte the Lord: hath helped us.” Other remi- 
nisecnces crowd in to extend the picture, but this one—THis LON- 
GEVITY of the Pioneer Settlers and inhub.tants uf the towaship— 
here holds precedence. . 

A singular coincidence has been neticed in examining public doc- 
uments. The public census of 1850 vives Hulson 1454 iubabit- 
ants, and the same census gives precisely the same figures for the 
number of inhabitants of Goshen, Coan, whence our little band of 


Pioneers emigrated fifty years befure. 
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BY REV. G. E. PIERCE, D. D. 


The character of the early settlement of this town, and of most ol 
the townships on the Reserve, resulted from the connection cf thes 
territory with an Hustern State, and the link which b wad tozctier 
Qld and New Connecticut has existed more than two hun ired year;. 
The existence of such a link was, in a high degiee, Proviloutial 
The hand of God is often referred to, as seen ip the discovery wad 
i 


early settlement of this continent, and especially of the Plymouth 


~ 


Colony; it is as clearly seen in the early settlement of the Western 
Heserve 


> 


ly 
‘s 


mouth, and cave them, by charter, ‘‘the tract of land im America, 


In the year 1620, King James incorporated the Coune:l of I 


between the tortieth and forty-cighth deyrees of povih lati ud:, from 
sea to sea, to be called New England.” In the year i628, the 
Council! of Plymouth granted to a company a tract of land called 
Massachusetis, of cerfain defined limits om the norta an! on the 
scuth, and ‘in length and longitude throughout the main lands 
there, from the Atlantic on the east part to the sousA see ou the west 
part.” This grant was confirmed by a charter fron: Charles L., in 
1629. The Warl of Warwick, having received authority from the 
Council of Plymouth, made a similar grant, in 1631, to Lords Say 
and Seal, and others, of land south of Massachusetts, from Nuar- 
ragausett river, 120 miles upon a straight line, near the sea shore, 
towards the southwest, and within this breadth, iv length and longi- | 
tude throughout the main lands there, from the Western Ocean to 
the South Sea. The Eaghsh called the Atlantic the Western Ovcan 
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and the Pacifie the South Sea = The colony of Connecticut purchased 
this grant, and in 1662 it received its charter from Charles [1 , con- 
firming its boundaries, and hence the claim of Cunnecticut to the 
belt of land between 41° and 42° 2’ north latitude, from Narragan- 
sett Bay across the continent, and in this belt of land lies the West- 
ern Reserve. When Governor Winthrop appeared before the King, 
in behalf of Connecticut, to obtain a royal charter, he presented him 


x favorite ring, which Charles J. had given to Winthrop’s erandfa- 


ther. The king was so pleased with this token, reminding lim of | 


his unfortunate father, that he gave Connecticut the mest literal 
charter that had ever been granted, and confirmed the title in its full 
brerdth and exteut to the Pacitic Ocean. It was a strange farm in 
which te convey Jand, a tract seventy miles wide, and extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and we suspect that the knowledge 
of geouraphy was somewhat imperfect In those days Tradition says 
that the king inquire] how far it was to the Western Qe-an? The 
avent replied, ‘it has never been measured accurately, but it is easy 
enough to see the ocean from the tops of the hills.” We will not at- 
tempt to decide whether the Governor intended to ebtain from the 
king a good Yankee bary.in, but certainly the result has been most 
happy te the peeple of Connecticut and to the inbabitanis of the 
We-tern Reserve. When the Lee sinture of Connecticut, in 1786, 
relinquished to Congress all c'aims on western territory, and reserved 
120 miles west from the we-tern dine of Pennsylvania, it laid the 
foundation of its large and permanent School Fund, and thereby se. 
cured the education and intellee'ual elevation of its citizens in all fu- 
ture generations, and j.t the same time secured the early survey of 
the reserved lands in New Connecticut, and their sale to the most 
able, intelligent and enterprising citizens of the State, and their early 
seitlement by a people, well educated, of steady habits aud good 


morals, and for the most part attached to the interests of religion ; a 
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people, hardy, robust, resolute, and well prepared to endure the hard- 


{i ships of frentier life, lay the foundation «f good society, and prepare 


the bist institutions of Jearning and region. The consequence is 
that the Western Reserve has beceme the garden of the West. Sit 
ix regarded by the most observing men in the Hastern States. For 
the intel ence and thift of the people, for its schools and istitu- 


tions ef learning, for its clurehes and the estalli-hinent aud support 


| of religion, there is neta territory that will compare with ir, west of 


the Allechanies. In fifty years it bas made es great advancement in 
ail these respects 2s was made ly the parent State in the first hund. 
red years. Nay, more; in wealth, in enterprise, in pertnanent im- 
provemen's, In What has been done for the cause of education and 1¢- 
lizien, in what hes leendone fer the estallishincut aud endowment of 
its Colicge, it las aready made preatiracvancemeut than Connects 
cuf had atthecon men emecntof the presentcentury, When this ofisl.out 
from that State was fist tramspleutcd. ts population is wearly equal, 
at the present tine, to that of the parent S:zte, and with abeut the 
same extent of territory, it is capable of sustaining, and wall soon 
possess, a much lar r population, 


days of ctu, ond as far back as the pened when cur ancestors landed 
oy Piymouth Rock, commenced a serics of Providential arrange- 
ents, Whereby this fiir laud, this goodly heritage of vurs, Was given 
tua peculiar people. Men were as ignoiant of what results weuld 
come fiom the eatension cf the territory of Convecticut across the 
comincaot, us they were of what would result from the discovery of 
the continent itself, or as they were what states, what institutions, 
what systems ¢f government, what proyress in the arts of civilized 
life, and what a great and prosperous nation were to result from the 
planting of tho early colonies upon the Atlantic coast. But the 


sume Providence which revealed the cowtineut to Europe, and held it 


| 
! 
| 

Ju the plan of Gid, the Western Reserve had a place. In the | 
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in reserve for wore than a hundred years, till England should be in 
readiness to thrust ont her best sons, the most noble men of modern | 
times, to plant colonies in the wilderness, and Jay the foundation of 
our growing Republic, that same Providence ordered each occurring 
event which bound the Western Rese:ve to an Eastern cclony, am 
for more than a buudred years held it in reserve as the rich inheri- 
tance of our fathers and our children. Had the men of England 
Lnown bew far it was from sea tosca; bad the weak and capricious 
Cusrles failed to te please with that trifing token, Ins father’s ring 
given to Winthrop’s ancestor; had the wording of that verbose 
charter, once hidin a hollow tree, and now preserved among the an- 
riquities of Hartford, been diferent in a gingle sentence; had Sir 

Kdusund Andrcos succeeded in obtaining the charter when the liehts 
were put out and it was carried of had Counecticut failed to establish 
its claim ‘to the Western Reserve, as it did in asserting similar 
claims In New York and Pennsylvania; had Congress refused to vs- 
seat tu the claim; bad one of a thousand events, dependent upon the 


avency of nen, Which we can suppose, beers he had there not been 


uo Godin heaven, Watcnlbg ever and guldin ug all events even the most 


minute, the Western’ Reserve might have been distinguisiied im uo 


wey ateve other wesiern territory, and we should not have heen per- 
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invited to exult, as we do this day, in the virtues and achievemenis o 
urfithers, aiid inthe eee las RO SRI og OCC, Mee ae eign 
our Litners, and ip the LOOGiIY Leritige Wild Whieh We are Dow sur- 


rounded. 
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Hli-torians have often noticed the peculiar time when the New 
Eugland Coluuies were planted, and have noticed the state of Hurope 
| 


and especially the state of England, as peculiarly favorable for the 
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establishment of just such colonies as were planted. At no other 


time could men of such heroic virtues, of such firm princizles, 
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sucha devotion to the cause of liberty, such unbending adhe 


the Word of God, such frm resolve to give to posterity instututions 
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by which their principles should be perpetuated, having been drawn 
together in 2 remote wilderness, to encounter the hardships and per- 
form the labors by which their great design was consummated. If 
we look back fifty years we may be led to admire the providence of 
God, in selecting the time when settlements in this portion of our 
country should commence. Connecticut, the parent State, was then 
in acendition to throw off a more vigorous offshoot than it could 
have done at any earlier or Jater period. It had passed the poverty, 
the weakness, the hardships and the dangers of early settlement, and 
had become stable in its goverpment and institutions, and moral and 
religious in its habits, but had not yet reached the period of wealth, 
and luxury, and effeminacy which occasion the decline and downfall 
of states and empires. The early immigrants from Connecticut to 
the Reserve were generally not rich, but enterprising, virtuous and 
industrious, and disposed to plant institutions after the best patterns 
that were left behind.. 

From about the year 1790 to 1850 was the golden period of the 
Connecticut churches. This period is marked by revivals of relig- 
ion throughout the State, distinguished for their power, purity, an 
permanent influence, greatly enlarging the churches, improving. the 
morals of society, aud bringing the people of the State, to a great 
extent, under the control of religion. The pastors of the churches 
during that period, were able, intelligent and pious men, acting in 
concert, preaching the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, and 
applying the truth with great fidelity to the consciences of men. 
The work of the Connecticut Missionary Society was done chiefly 
during that period. It was greatly to the advantage of the churches on 
the Reserve that they came off from the parent stock during such 2 
favored period, bringing with them impressions of revivals in their 


best forms, having a hieh regard for doctrinal preaching, and enjoy- 


ing to $9 great an extent the labors of the Missionaries of the Con- | 
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hecticut Missi onary Society. The first settlement in many ‘of the 


townships is to be regarded in the light of a Missionary enterprise, 
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begun and carried forward with the express desien of exte ending the 
sincdom of Christ. Facts show that this was true of the first set- 


tlement in the township of Hudson. The colony was chiedy from 


Gozhen, in Connecticut, a rich farming towo in Jitchfield county, ) : 

distinguished for its economy, thrift, ortbedoxy and benevolence. 

H £ 

| making snpually a larger contribution to the Conniecticat rt ae | 

| Society then any other inland town inthe State. ‘This town enjoyed | 
the lubos of the Rev. Asalhe!l Hooker, who wasamong the Brst class | 


of ministers in the State, und was a teacher of theology to numerous 


young wen gathered at his house. In 1709, the year of emigration to 
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Hudson, a powerful revival took place in aoe and seventy-seven 


members were added to the church. The benefits of this revival 


were afterwards felt by the colunists at Hudson, who were organized 


intoacharch in 3802. Ip the “at religious movements of the | 
) 1 
town we find the influence cf such nien as Deacon Stephen Thomp- |) 


son, who was a Deneon in the church at Goshen, David Hudson and 
Heman Oviatt. Wath the two latter I have often conversed about 
their connection with the church in Goshen, and the motives by 

hich they were influenced in d: gidtng to emigrate. It is evident 
dies had in view the establisliment, in this distant wilderness, of a 
Christian church, and of those institutions by which the best inter- 
ests ¢f society are promoted and perpetuated. Mr. Hudson said to 
me, thit in early live he had embraced sentiments of infidelity, and 


that he used his influence to the injury of the Christian religion. 
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After a change in hia views, and his connection with the church of 


and to advance, to the extent of his ability, the interes:a of that 
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Christ, he wished to do something to repair the injury he had done, 
cause which he had once labored to destroy. These were the views | 
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which prompted him to emigrate. To us it inight seem a strange 
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movement, that a man, in order to oe eomeihing for the interests of 


religion, should quit his home, aud bid farewell to friends and kindred, 
and attach himself to a small colony, and by a toilsome and danger- 
ous journey of months, place himself in an anbroken forest, hund- 
reds of miiles beyoud the boundaries of established society and the 
evidences of worship. Tat the resuits have shown that he aud his 
associates were wise in thair decision, and that an immense amcunt 
of good has been achieved, which they never could have done if they 


had remained in Goshen. At that early period, Poreign Mi-sions, as 


o 


a ieans for the advancement of the Christian cause, were searcely 
a 6 of in this country. Hither ‘to religion had been advanced by 
selecting new fields, planting new colonies, and organizing new 
churches upon new Irealities, as population inereased and a wider 
ranve of settiement was required. And the Mission: ry enterprise 
congisted in sending Missiouaries to the uew settlements, and preach- 
ing the gospel to these who were enduring the hardships, and en- 
countering the dangers of frontier Ife. In these circumstances, it 
is not strange that Christian men in Lee a ta should have regard- 
ed the establishment of the institutions of education and religion on 
the Western Reserve ag the most a0. ie Missionary enterprise in 
which they could engage. The early efforts and sacrifices of the 
men who came to Hudson show that they were actuated by the mo- 
tives which I have aecribed to them. ‘They never suffered the Sab- 
bath to pass by, after the settlement was commenced, without relig- 
ious worship; and by great effort, and great pecuniary expenditure, 
they provided for the enjoyment of religious ordinanees among them- 
selves, and sought to promote the progress of religion in this part of 
our country. I shall not dwe!l upon this portion of their history; I 
only allude toit to present the character of the enterprise, and to 
call attention to the Christian and heroie virtues of the men by 


whom it was conducted. In the conversation to which J have al- 
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luded, Mr. Hudson said that he had no sooner brought his family to 
the town than he erected an altar for God, and commenced worship 
on the Sabbath, and it was the first desire of his heart to see the day 
when a church should be organized within the township, and he re- 

joiced in that day. The next object of desire was that this church 
might enjoy the labors of a settled pastor, and he lived to sce that 
day, and was glad. Then it was in his heart to see a house erected 
for the worship of God, and that he saw completed, to his great sat- 
isfaction. Bub ” said he, “the College—the College; that was a 
child of my old age. IJ never expected to live to see that.” Yet the 
College was in perfect coincidence with his plans and with his Mis- 
slonary spirit. He spent most of his time in visiting Christian fami- 
lies in all paris of the Reserve, and securing the organization of 
churches, and it was with him a matter of painful solicitude, how 
the infant churches rising up on the Reserve were to be supplied 
with abic, faithful minisiers, in sufficient numbers to meet their 
wants. The College came in as the appropriate instrument to sup- 
ply the deficiency. The church was organized in 1802; Mr. Han- 
ford, the first pastor, was ordained in 1815. The first house of wor- 
ship was dedicated in 1820. The College was chartered 1826, and 
the first College edifice was erected the following summer. These be- 
nevolent designs—-truly Christian—truly Missionary in their charac- 
ter—could not be carried on without cost. And Jam about to give 
the fathers of the township credit for a generous liberality unparal- 
leled in the history of benevolent enterprise. The house of worship 
for the first Congregational Society has cost, first and last, not less 
than $8,000. Add the cost of the other churches in the village, 


o 


and you have not less than $16,000 paid for houses of worship. In 


the year 1824, Commissioners were appointed by the several Presby- | 


teries on the Reserve, for the purpose of consulting and advising rel- 


ative to an institution of learning. They met at Aurora, in June, 


—— 


Le STN a Oe ate 


cme Ee Cee 


Pyeat a sh Afr 


oa arnt rape 


ub ods yon ab sol as % ae ze ae 
ee ot ban qidetimot ‘oil aidtiw oxinagna 6 
t tern eid aati Rae sniaah to ewe reo $ 


| badoors aeuod a woe ‘at Aah aid wi new di oat pe 

f 1aa, Jinn ated of a algae wes aif. todd bas LeB Yo aiheroy 
Ft " &'¢ sa 
‘| o aew todd 7 ope allot) ee oul) P| bie “a 

hj 


4 aiid eit fia ei ee “i ‘da ildiw sanehisaing rio i a 
HW tend etered 5 paibiane at pont etal bo desc lame okt 3 ; 
to aottenig a0 idk, yrtionee fare onal aly Ye be 
woud pobutisiloa furtaiiay to: rosseas % ‘asia ity eee ti, bu | 
|) boifgqve od of avow-e VIS: $1 as} an qu yaiele esdosmida. iat . 
| siodd doar 09 esadenana depot tus ef aise “pitiisisk oh 7 
f ye od tayureul wh ute uTe rq4a odd ee at earn q 
i unlit ifs SO6E ni bsalaey wei. deme oat bas 
Y jaw to dened det off ae iat int bonito ene ‘nie a 
(| Das DEBI hetpiseits au saoltod en ay , ORE ut Lolavibeh, be 
od osofT ssanewe aaiwollel “oly bsiovtg ae ribo egaled aa vad 
~ iserauls ay of quit chips bi ciudad 9 wu—eaninn im seglo 
svig of thods oa I bak poo thedtin ara beiris od. ton & 5 
Baby nay ytileredil Sy VOTIUS AB sot jibers qideawos el} ae 


Sa 


me Fo 


ie 


gideort.te segol ode ebugyaiate sit ioraded to ronald ols ee ie 
ia t ol toa teal bere tert teas ead qiaiwoe MEMS ee 
Hf Selie -odd of eodombs "odio oY is lo jepa. ould bhA: 


~ = 


3 
we i 


i vii 
i ot gideoo eo soencdl tol biog 000,019 digit wail ee oma i 
i -edeost | ‘proven wilt yd botatoqqa one avstotegiorne0) et 
| lor gatebybet hae gaitlvtaos wo sacegta ofa at rset ol fad | 


wi cs apn ERD 


|} eam nk seers mem vib. age bon Ya viii aa-08 


he | 
' — aie 
i ies i : + % } a 
iy pss 272A cL cae airs > peeemren tie centr tenet Peis pene baie meaner 
man parenieients Mande © 


SREP FP EVY SME 


SLA LMS TEENA a 


Fen ee a 


4p Seeger arr 


LEME; 


SEI LEI I OO 


TE NA RT EY ROE EE EY TSS LENT I LO OPEN AT PTY OPEL EL TIT RY NY UEP NOC HORNY TR O88 TR ETE 
: y aaa S Sorry, 


and among other things, they recommended the appointment of Com- 
missioners to locate the Institution, taking into view all circumstances 
of situation, the mora! character of the people, facility of communi- 
eation, amount of donations, the health of the place, &c.. These 


Commissioners met on the 22d of September 1824, and devided 


to locate the Institution at Hudson, Porta age county, Ohio, on a plat of 


eround northeast from the center. The College am adds that the 
amount of subscription for this location was about $7,150. ‘The de- 
cision of this Committee, appointed, as it was, from all parts of the 
Reserve, speaks well for the township of Hudson. And the amount 
suvscribed must certainly be considered liberal, when it is remem- 
bered that this was but twenty-four years after the first settlement of 
the town, that the competition for the location was not very great, 
and that the whole population of the town, according to the census 
of 1850, six years afterwards, was but 7798. 

The settlement was commenced at New Haven, Conn., in 1638. 
It was the most opulent colony that ever came to New Balad. The 
leading men were rich merchants. According to a census and in- 
ventory, taken five years after the settle nent commenced, the popu- 
lation was 419, and the property £36,000. Sixty-two years after- 
wards, in 1717, Yale College was removed from Saybrook to New 
Haven. The competition between Saybrook, New Haven, Hartford, 
and Wethersfield was very great. Saybrook subscribed £500, and 
New Haven £700, and obtained the location, and the first College 
was erected at a cost of £1,000. The people of Hudson, earlier in 
their history, with less population, and much less ability to secure 
the location of a College, gave more than twice as much as New 
Haven. 

The people of Hudson have been repeatedly called upon to aid the 
College, and have always given a most liberal response. ‘T'he second 


principal effort in its behalf was in 1830, the third in 1837, and the 
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fourth in 1845 and 1848. The whole amount of donations in this 


tiwn, since the origin of the institution, rejecting subscriptions net 
eonddered good, and making a liberal allowance for the manner in 
which payments were made, exceeds $50,000. What other town on 
the Reserve, not excceding it in wealth and pepulation, or even ip 
th: United States, has, within the last thirty years, given a like sum 


to an iustitution of learning ? 


T have referred to what was given in New. TIaven to Yale College, 
in 1717. About the same time, Elihu Yale, a rich London mer- 
chant, who bad resided for about twenty years in the Mast Iudies, 
and was Governor of the Kast India Company, became a liberal pa- 
tron of the College at New Haven. Between the years 1714 and 
1718, he s-nt donations in books and in goods (it appears that Col- 
lege donatious were not paid in cash in those days), to the value of 
£500, and a little before his death be ordered goods to be sent out to 
the value of £590 more, but they were never reecived. Vor £500 
paid in books and goods, the name of Governor Yale is handed down 
to posterity, as one of the most liberal benefactors of mankind. 
This donation, together with what was given by the citizens of New 
Waven, enabled the Trustees to erect the College edilice, which was 
built of wood and painted blue; a building one hundred and seventy 
fect long, twenty-two feet wide, and three stories high, containing 
nearly fifty studies, besides a hall, library and kitchen, and the histo- 
rian udds, ‘It made a very handsome appearance.” I am not able 
to determine what was the value of Governor Yale’s donation of £500, 
paid in books and goods, but J suppose six, and perbaps ten citizens 
of Hudson have each giten as much to Western Reserve College. 
Many individuals in this township have made donaticns of $300, 
and of $1,000, and upwards. The largest donations have come from 
the estates of Heman Oviatt and David Hudson. From each of 


these sources the College has received about $12,000. The motive 
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in giving was not simply to promote the interests of the town 
prepare an institution of learning adequate to the wants of the West- 
ern Reserve, to provide an able and learned ministry for its name- 
rous churches, to extend the blessed influence of le: ning and religion 
to the wide western country, to hand down 2 rich inheritance to pos- 
ierity, and to extend the triumphs of that Kingdom whose interests 
the fathers came into this wilderness to promote. 

There are other ways in which the liberality of the town hes been 
shown besides in donniicns to the Collewe. Jam notable to say how 
much has been paid to support the eeaneblte of the Gospel; prceba- 
bly as much as has been contributed by any other town of equal 
wealth and pepuleticn on the hea perhaps mere; the ccntribu- 
finns to foreign cbjects have always been jiberal. Tam told tl 
fore the separation of the churches, they amounted, in one yesr, to 
$500; they have probably been greater since. The schuol-heuses of 

iis town, so far as I have ebserved, are neat, tasteful edifices, and 1 
believe that many competent teachers have been employed and sus- 
tained. There was in the township, from the beginning, the epirit 
ef public insprovement, and large outlays were made in clearing away 
the woods and building readsand bridges. Andasa crowning liber- 
ality of this class, we havea very large amouni subscribed, ind nivch 
of it paid, to the Railroad, an enterprise which, in the first instance, 
might have died in its infancy had it not been for the energy and 
support of the citizens of Hudson. Some have estimated that un 
amount not less than $400,000 has been given by the people of this 
township for the public benefit. 

It has not been the result of this hberality to impoverish the peo- 
ple, but we suppose this is prominent among the means whereby the 
wealth of the township has been steadily advancing. ‘The original 
proprietors of the town paid Connecticut fifty-two cents an acre, or 
for the 16,090 acres of the five miles square, $8,520. The value 
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of the township, real and personal estate, according to the grand levy 
for 1850, which is a Jow estimate, was $418,788, showing that the 
property of the township has doubled nearly six times in fifty years, 
upon the cost of the original purchase. The levy of the township 
for 1856, shows an estimate of $884,818, the property having more 
than doubled in six years. We believe that the foundations of its 
future prosperity are thoroughly laid, and that it may anticipate much 
greater progress, in wealth, and in every thing that can elevate and 
adorn civilized life, for fifty years to come, 

And here it is my wish to cast a glance upon the prospect before 
us, aud ask what lessons are taught us, by the years gone by, to guide 
us and our children in the duties yet to be discharged, as time shall 
advance. After more than fifty years have passed since the first 
settlement of Hudson, we have come together to call to remembrance 
past events, to commemorate the virtues and heroic deeds of our 
athers, and gather wisdom for the more faithful discharge of our ob- 
ligations. What is our duty, as taught us by the history of the 
past? I think it will be admitted to be manifestly ineumbent upon 
us to enter fully into the labors of those who have gone before us, 
and cherish the interests which were dear to them, and carry out the 
benevolent designs, which were instituted by them at such an im- 
menses amount of toil and sacrifice. Like them, we must see to the 
cultivation of our soil, and render it productive, and strive to in- 
erease the wealth and reputation of our township. We must remem- 
ber our public improvements, and encourage and patronize them, as 
the sources of our future wealth and prosperity. We must attead 
to our schools, and secure the best education to the rising genera- 
tion. We must cherish our College, as an institution of prime value 
to ourselves and our country. And above all, we must sustain the 


institutions of religion, support the preaching of the gospel, and, by 


the combined inilucnce of our churches, endeavor to briug all cur | 
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sinaiats under the power of Christianity. To accomplish these 


| 
| 
| 


en ee er ee 
a eee 


ends we shall need, like our fathers, to practice a rigid economy. If 
I mistake not, this, among them, was characteristic. It was scen in 
their houses, furniture, and dress; it was secn in all their habits, and 
strongly advocated in the avowal of their sentiments. It was a wise 
econcnny, Eat to their cireumstanees. Sach an economy we shall 
need, in order to consummate desivable ends. We shall need to in- 
troduce it in the cultivation of the soil, in the choice of our domestic 
animais, in our houses and fences, in our furniture and equipage, and 


| in our modes of conducting business. Our economy must be just 


such as is ealled for by our condition. -If an inhabitant of some |) 


country where wood is sold by the pound, were with us to-day, 
would look around on these decaying trunks and branches in our 
fields and forests, and say, “why this waste?’ not knowing that 
ecenomy would not permit a man to gather such materials for woon. 
Eeonomy is not the same thing in the country that it is in the city 5 
is not the same thing in a new country that it is in an old one; not 
the same thing in arich country that it is in one that is poor. To 
practice the economy of our forefathers, it is not even needful that 
we do every thing as they did. Let us have an economy suiied to 
the Western Reserve, and calculated for the latitude and longitude of 
Tudson, and make the needful advancement just when circumstances 
shall call for it. 

Auother virtue of the early settlers of this town, as we have seen, 
was their liberality, and this we are bound to imitate. If they prac- 
tised economy in all things—even in small things—they were libera 
upon a great scale, and their benevolence was that of a most generous 
maguanimity. It is a general principle, recognized in the Word of 
God, that a liberal spirit does not impoverizh, and that, on the other 
hand, a man is prospered in life much in proportion as he is ready to 


impart of bis possessions to promote worthy objects. Have we not 
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XXVI. 
. reason to suppose that a principle, every where true, has had, and will 


have its application among the citizens of this township. While the 


. 


liberality of the people bas promoted the general prosperity of the: 


. town, is there not kal for discrimination ? Have not: those fami- 


‘ jies who have been most ecnerous in their benefactions been most 


LY 


' prosperous, and have oH not become most wealthy? And have 


there net been other families, where they have withheld altogether 
too much, and it tended to poverty and degeneracy and degradation ? 
I leave it with those who are more familiar with the history of the 


towntnan I am to answer these inquiries. Certain Tam, fates 


that it is only a generous magnanimity that has secured the best in- 


terests of ithe piace, and the great ends to which many of our peo- 
pie have been devoted in days that are past, and that this alone will 
scoure our fature advancement. 

And I only add that, like the early fathers of our township, 
must recognize the supreme God as the arbiter of events, and trust 
in Hi: arm to guide and protect as, in all our goings. Our fathers’ 
God must be our God. It is owing to the blessing of Heavea upon 
their labors that we are permitted to-day to rejoice in the work vf 
their hands. . The God whom they revered and honored, whose 
worship they established, and whose name they spead abroad, was 
with them in the hour of danger, guided them thee: the wilder- 
ness, established them in their chosen habitations, prospered them in 
shite undertakings, and enriched them with a goodly heritage. We 
believe that the same superintending Providence which directed our 
fathers to this chosen spot, and enabled them to lay the foundations 
of valued institutions, has still important purposes to fulfill, and it is 
for us to co-operate with him in the fulfilment of his benevolent de- 


signs. And our God may be trusted. He who directed to the dis- 


| covery of this continent, and guided the early settlement of the At- 


\lantic colonies, He who connected this portion of our land with an 
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Eastern State, and brought out chosen men te chauce the forest to a 


fruitfal field, and clothe “a earth with verdure, and cover the hills 
with flocks and herds, to establish schools and institutions of learning, 
to organize churches, and build houses of wor ship, will prosper his 
people and cuide to the full development of his mereiful designs. 
We have been earried back to-day to the scenes of cther days, to 


? . ? ’ a p 
nearly the extent of man’s memory, the events of more than fifty 


yearsago. - On the fourth ef Jnly, 1800, near the center of our pub- 
lic green, under the shadow of lofty trees, that the sun could scarcely 


penetrate, all the people ef Hudson and vicinity, men, women and 
children, to the number of forty-three, were assembled to celebrate 
the anniversary’ of our national independence. All these grounds 
far and near, were covered with dense forests; they had long echoed 
to the trainp of the wile } beast and the savage, but as yet had not be- 
come accustomed te the sound of the wecdman’s ax. Where this | 
village is, hae the churches are, where the Colleges stand, on the 
many furms where flocks are grazing and tasteful mansions rise, grew 
the lofty monzrchs of an hundred winters, ruling, in sullea silence, 
the dense, darx forests by which they weresurrounded. That asser 

blage of pioneers was a goodly band. There were stout hearts and | 
firm resolves: aud they offered their prayers and their ck to | 
Freedom’s God, and claimed Him as their Father and Protector. 
Tn the year 1900, less than fifty years from to-day (and some of our 
Aue will be there to see it), I can suppose the people of this 
township will be assembled to observe the second semt-centennial cel- 
ebration of its settlement, perhaps upon the same common—covered 
with beautiful green, enclosed in parks, with iron railing, overshad- 
owed by lofty clms hanging in graceful arches and rendered cool by the 
play of copious and refreshing fountains, while all around its borders 

are stately mansions and marts of trade and beautiful. temples dedi- 


cated to the living God. ‘There will becongregated our children and 
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f 
our children’s children. On the morning of that day, the reiterated f 
noise of the distant cars will be heard, and thronging multitudes will i 
come from the east and from the west and from the north and from 
the south, from a surrounding country densely peop! led, and highly 

{ 


cultivated, and blessed by all the elevation that can be-given by the 


arts of civilized life, and by wealth and learning and reigion—throne- 


kB} 


ing multitudes, like pilgrims in annual visit to the Plymouth Rock, 
will come to spend the festal day with the intelligent and refined cit- 
izens of Iiudson, and join with them in commemorating the virtues 
of their ances es extoling the heroic deeds of the men who, in 
the midst of incredible hardships, laid the foundations for the pro- 
motion of learning and religion, and thereby became the greatest ben- 
efactors of mankind. We who siand here to-day have received ¢ 
rich inheritance, and it is for us to hand it down, not only unimpaired 
but greatly improved and enhanced, to posterity. Let us remember 
that we are to ensiamp the impress upon the coming gencration, and 
prepare them for the high destiny that awaits them ag the citizens of 


our great and growing republic. 


LL 


-— 


“ 


i stmnatine ere eb "ial to goiiewm 


A 


| voit Bue dhtow odt mon baw teow odt aol bara isto 0 of 


ue 


thio gobutithves 2 ais orld bas bread od ii 
x nt 


7 
“ 


Qi ‘ Ry. : ie " 

it yi ded bits bat joa ¥ loanob quand a paibai oT 
iia = scale Twn Ss Pee 
su ae oO ey OG Teo dali ti wachivarg Lom ue ¥ 
| senanll—t sinil et bas werk a | ba ¢ Whites’ ie rea bas otil 
: i rf! 3 ELA; | fei i oi » 6 der. fee ste it Baily 2! ghig oli 

ty Hantot bas toopilledad edt ati veh | laiest oat, 
} ‘ ih 4 oh i 
ij oft waliesomooruite 10 eyy dt ai af 8 1i0{ baw 6 

; ear! Why ape 

j dw nso off Ye abaob oted od sjullear baa: soho 
rt re § 
| -onr odt wh enoitebangh oft ial gerd dub oldiboepat. to ve 
4 ; Ao ; ; | ie 
l} tnt deodetirs ot semmged Yastacs bars «stn glen base, quire Yo ue 

7 - ‘ ; obs ot ot ; d ink ty ot aif By : lz ai Ine o vf ‘Baidesss Yo a ‘a 

4 we rf 4 i y ‘ 
boring vlico som wab th baad od am nel i baie rope 
4 - . ‘ : * 

| YOUMion(st ev mut yitradae i Oo > oilers bas botorga 

forte . WOMAToN yo 2iist00 edt a ity os eayvIge tt ods qunsiago Ror ‘ 


4 . evitio oft oe etodt atiews Jods — 1 dls ¥e oft ela 


' 
We F 
ob 


> J 
be 

“ 

"hy 
Se 
1 
i 
{ 
2 
A, 
6 
* 
, 
i! 1 ee oy 
vy 

F { 

ah # 

1 Ay ems - } OP ls « 
" Sey ait Sake gad al 

=" m7 
jaome “ye 7 1’ 
1 : = 
ih ve iy 


ae Tatler ey salen 


OP OP rere FS aye ake S| 


eS ae oe 


a nr nt te nner 


CLOSING A DDRES SS 


BY REV. JOHN SEW ARD. 


Durinc a period of forty-five years siace 1 commenced speakine 
as an authorized preacher of righteousness, it has not been my habit 
to begin a public discourse by making apologies; and I am now too 
old to adopt the practice. In many cases I regard it as a species of 
deception, if not of absolute falsehood. 1 shall proceed at once to 
the work before me, which is to say something about pioneers and 
pioneering on the Connecticut Western Reserve. Many historical 
facts have been already this day presented to your view, respecting 
the settlement of the Reserve and the experience of the pioneers. 
J was not among the earliest of those who came intv this wilderness 
to make it their permanent abode, being about ten or eleven years 
later than the first immigrants. Before my arrival, however, but 
few of the first settlers had dicd; and by my excursions asa Ais 
sionary, I became personally acquainted with most of the inhabitants 
then in the country, and was thus familiar, toa great extent, with 
their earlier and their later experience in subduing and cultivating a 
dense and unkroken forest. Hence in the position I occupy to-day, 
you will permit me to make a very free use of the first person, both 
singular and plural. 

That I was acquainted with most of the inhabitants on the Re- 
serve forty-five years ago may appear incredible to the present gene- 


ration, when on this territory there is now a population of 300,000, 
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perhaps 400,000. But ‘at the census of 18 810, the year before I 
came out here, there was a population on the Connecticut Western 
Reserve of only 4,404, and but very few of these west of the Cuya- 
hoga River. ‘The inhabitants of the city of Clevcland are this day 
ten times as many as all the inhabitants of the Reserve forty-six 
years ago; and I suppose there are now in the single township of 
Hudson more than one-third as many people as there was on the 
Reserve at that time, and these were not scattered as now m every 
township throughout the territory, On the north-east corner, at 
Conueaut—where I spent my first Sabbath in Ohio, and preached to 
a littie handful of hearers on a cold October d2y, in a little open 
log school-house, without door, window or chimney, exposed to wind 
and smoke—several families by the name of King and a a others 
had located. Capt. Nettleton and a very few other familics were at 
Kingsville, and Father Badger with his son-in-law Smith, aud some 
sal “Sees were at Ashtabula. Judge Austin, Dr. Hawley, Dea. 
Case, with « considerable number of other families had settled in 
Austinburgh, with a church organized and ay Rev. G. H. Cowles 
for their pastor. There I spent my second Sabbath, and preached 
three times to Mr. Cowles’ peopie while he went out to supply some 
destitute neighborhood. There were afew people in Morgan and 
Rome. At Harpersfield a church had been organized, with the Rey. 
Jonathan Leslie for their pastor, and among the prominent members 
were the Harpers, Esq. Cowles, Judge Wheeler and Judge Tappan 
—not Ben. Tappan, for I never heard that he was a member of any 
church. Having visited these few settlements, you have done with 
the inhabited. portion of Ashtabula County in 1S11. The remain- 
der of the County was almost an unbroken wilderness. As we pass 
on through where Madison and Perry now are, we find no human 
being to salute us in our solitary horse-back ride. Reaching Grand 


River we eross where Painesville now stands—then. having a few 
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scattered log cabins—-and passing down about three miles on the 
west side we arrive at the plantation of Capt. re ee a professor of 
religion, and in whose dwelling the hungry and weary Missionary 
always found a place for refreshment and repose. His eldest daugh- 
ter was the wife of Esq. Hine, of Youngstown, and his house much 
resorted to by the early settlers on the Reserve. Between his plan- 
tation and where Painesville now is, Gen. Paine had settled on the 
west side of the river; Gov. Huntington and Capt. Pepoon on the 


east side. Capt. Pepoon had died before my arrival, but the family 


resided there. Some of the sons, particularly Joseph, have since 
been somewhat prominent for me activity and zeal in the concerns 


By eo aap request TL spent bmy third Sabbath in Ohio at Paines- 


<A 


ville, and preached in a ae unfinished building used for a Court 
House, standing in a forest of scrub oak. Judge Calvin Ausiin, of 
Warren, was one of my hearers; and though not a professor of reli- 
gion, urged me to visit and preach to the people in Warren. Leav- 
ing Painesville, on the ridge road you would find within the distance 
of some three or four miles, Hsq. Jones, a family by the name of 
Nye, Mr. Blish, Judge Merry and Judge Clapp. Going south from 
Judge Clapp’s, you would find none till you reached the log cabin 
of William Hudson, at the four corners in Chester, witha litle clus- 
ter of cabins a mile or a mile and a half east of him, called i 


Minor Settlement. Going easterly to Burton, you would arrive at a 


1g 


pleasant township, where Burton, Hamilton, the Cooks, Fords, 


Hitchcock and others had a prosperous and promising settlement— 


a township distinguished by furnishing men who have adorned ond 
diguified some of the most responsible offices which the State of Ohio 
can bestow, one of whom now stands at the head of yonder College, 
and has spoken to us with such thrilling interest to-day. After vis- 
iting Deacon Pomeroy, of Namden, (apt. Spencer and the Taylors, 
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in Claridon, and a few other families in these townships and in Hunts- 
burg, you have about een the census of Geauga county. The 
remainder was covered witha dense, unbroken forest. 

In Parkman a few families had located; twe Deacon Woolcotts, 
and a few others in Farmington; some in Gustavus; Kinsman, An- 
drews, Dr. Allen and others in Kinsman; Brockway, Gen. Smith, 
Hays, the Busbnells, and a large number, mostly from Wartland, 
Conn., were et Vernon and Har pena a scitlement at Vienna, with 
an organized church, and Rey. N. B. Derrow as their pastor; a set- 
ticthens at Brookfield, Hubbard, Youngstown, Feland, Boardman, 


Canfield, with Esquire Myatt, the father of G eorge Geli as one 
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of its Mes men; afewin Newton, Braccville and Southington, | 


with a few frmiles in other townships. Warren was toe county 


1€ 
Austin, cid Deacon Reeves, Gen. Perkins, Judge Pease, Thomas D. 


sere you would find the Lanes, the Leavitts, Judge Calvin | 


Webb, 2 and many others. We have now done with the population of | 


y 
Trumbull county, then the lareest and most populous county on the 
Reserve. 

Twill here introduce an incident which occurred to Judge Pease 
and myself. It happencd in the sprine of 1815, I think in May 
After the close of the war, government ordered a public seule, at Cleve- 
land, ot 2 number of the horses which had been used in the war. 
Judge Pease was the Government Agent or Auctioneer, and kad ap- 
pointed a certain Saturday for the sale. 

Notice of the sale had been previously given, but I was not aware 
of it, and had made an appointment to spend the Sabbati: and preach 
in Cleveland, as a Missionary, for it was truly Missionary ¢ eround, 
there being no church of any denomination in the place, and but 
very few professors of religion. According to my usual practice, I 
went to the place of my appointment for the Sabbath on Saturday, 
and found the little log village of Cleveland ina great bustle, erowd- 
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ed with a class of men such as the occasion might be expected to call 
together—horse jockeys, speculators, many of them hard: drinkers, 
vulgar and profane, with kere and there a sober, respectable man, 
| who had come in with the hope of obtaining a useful horse for home 
service. The most comforiable stopping place at that time in Cleve- 
land, for a Missionary and his horse, was at the tavern then kept by 
| Ese uire Wallace, who afterwards removed to Northfield, and died 
| there 2 few years ago. His house, with Christian hospitality, was 
ever open, free of charge, to all ministers of the Gospel. It was 
built of logs, according to the common fasbion ef those early times, 
with two apartments, separated in the center by a covered hall. Ina 
the rear, some additions had been built, fora kitchen, sitting room, 
&e. Some of my old associates may ee been in the noe and cat 

; remember its form and structure more particularly than 1 ean de- 
scribe it. To avoid the “noise and confusion,’ much fons 
ebly than that which Gen. Cass experienced there a few ycars ago, J 
was kindly invited into the back part of the house, to sit in the fam- 
ily room, with Mrs. Wallace and the little children. She was an 
amisble and I believe a Christian lady. 

Supper time arrived, and I was requested to repair to the dining 
room and take a seat at the table. This room was in the west end 
of the main building, with a door opening into the hall. After I 
was seated, the crowd came rushing in, thundering through the ball, 
swaggering and swearing in such a manner that I was inclined to re- 
tire from the table. I kept my scat, however, and they seated 
themselves without ceremony or order, filling the long table. Then 
commenced the rattling of knives and forks and plates, mingled with 
the uoise of many vociferous tongues. By chance, or more properly 
speaking, providentially, Judge Peaso had taken a seat nearly op- 
posite to me, and just as all were commencing to eat, he took his 


Knife, and made several heavy raps on the table, fixing all eyes upon 
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him. Then mildly but firmly requesting attention, he kindly asked 
me to implore a blessing. Surrounded with respectful silence, I did 
so. During the remainder of the meal we had peace and quiet, all 
conducting themselves with becoming sobriety, and retiring through 
the hall with a deportment widely different from that of their boiste- 
rous entrance a few-minutes before. 

Having mentioned ees {anil Cuyahogs County, above, a few 
; remarks on settlements in that county may not be out of place. In 
1811 th 2re Was a settlement in Eaclid, with a smunil church, and the 
Rev. Thomes Parr as pastor. Among the prominent settlers were 
iiss Lee, the McHiraths, Elder “Ruple, Esquire Doan, and Mr. 
Shaw, most of whom were a the State of New Jersey. In New- 
burg were Mr. William Gaylord, the Kiugsburys, Hubbells, and 
athers. In Cleveland were Judge Wadsworth, Dr. Long, the Perrys, 

elleys, Major Carter, and a few other fumilies. Mr. Shephard, 
Judze Barber, the Grainerds and a few more, had gone west of the 
Cuyahoza river, and settled in the towaship of Brooklyn, and a fim- 


ay 


ily or two were settled near Tinkers’ creek, on the old State Road 
from Hudson to Cleveland, and a few frmilies in Warrensville. 
Having visited these settlements, you have become acquainted with 
the inhabited portion of Cuyahoga county. 

A large tract of land north of Hudsou, which now comprises the 
townships of Twinosburgh, Northfield, Independence, Bedford, Soion, 


and Bainbridge, extending to the Lake, was at that time the favorite 


' resort of the deer, the elk, the bear, the wolf,and other animals that 


flee on the approach of the woodman’s ax. 
The townships in the old county of Portage were miore generally 
settled at that time than those of any other county on the Reserve, 


there being but few townships in which there were not some inhabit- 


ants. I believe there were none in Edinburg, Streetsborough or 
Twinsbur h, and but very few, if any, in Northfie! d, Brimfeld, and 
Buy o F) ’ 
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a few ofhers, but nearly as soon as Hudson was settled, Delavan Mills 
had located in Nelson, Amzi Atwater, Elias Harman, Rufus Edwards 


and others in Mantua, Wbenezer Sheldon in Aurora, Tappan in Ra- 


Sees ae are pe oR eee tte: wl 


venna, and Cays and others at eaBig Windham had been set- 


A en i a EE TS en 


tled by a company from Becket, Mass., with a church organized 


before their removal. Old Deacon Alford was the patriarch of this 


; emigrating church, assisted by such men as Thatcher Conant, Ben- 
jamin Higley, Dullingham Clark,-Isaac Clark and others, Ree 


for See and respectability. A colony also came here from 

| 1 Lyman Curtiss, David Coe, Levi Sutliff, &e. 
samuel and Thaddeus Andrews, the Bostwieks, Chapmans, Ariel 
Israel Coe (the fathor of our venerable brother here), Hsquire 
Sp aan, and others, hid made a promising begianing in Rootstown. 
Under the active management and by the great exertion of the Rev. 
| David Bacon, Talmadge had been settled by an intelliceut, iudus- 
trious and evangelical class of inhabitants. Most of the original 
settlers have gone to their eternal home, but the township has become 


werlthy, populous, orderly and respectable, through the exertions of 


' 
| 
| 
' 
| 
$ 
| 
| 
‘y native parish of Granville, Mass., led by such men as Charles 
| | 
| those who have efficiently entered into the labors of the original pro- | 
' jectors ana founders. 
Hnough, | think, has been stated to satisfy those present that a 
| Missiowary, ia ISL1, might have become acquainted with all the peo- 
ple then on the Reserve. But you, my aged associates of bygone 
days, need no such statements to establish the truth of that asser- 


tion. The uames I have mentioned were familiar to you forty years 


few of them remain, and we, with hoary heads and trembling limbs, 
stand here to-day as the representatives of a former generation, soon 
to pass away, and bid farewell to the fair seencs and brilliant pres- 
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ago, an'l with many of them you were personally acquainted. But | 
| 
i pects with which we are now surrounded. O, how the times and | 
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